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Pretense in Judging the Texts of Ahl ul-Kitab
— a Presentation and Discussion —

Dr. Ahmed Muhammad Falah al-Nimarat

Jordanian Academic, Assistant Professor in the Department of
Creed and Modern Ideologies, at the Faculty of Usul al-Din,
at Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract

The scholars of Islam have been studying and criticizing
the scriptures of Ahl ul-Kitab in the past and present, but it is
observable that some of the contemporary researchers have
pretense in their judgments on these scriptures. This research
show this methodological mistake as an advise to the
researchers in hope of reaching a critical Islamic methodology
free from the problem of pretense. The research contained an
introduction, prelude, two chapters and an ending. The
researcher followed the inductive analytical critique
methodology.

The first chapter contained a definition of pretense, its two
categories and the position of the Glorious Qur'an of it, as
well as the factors of pretense by the researchers. The second
chapter showed some examples of the researcher's pretenses
and criticism of it in the light of the Glorious Qur'an and the
prophetical Sunnah as well as that which the scholars of Islam
have established in this context.
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From these pretenses are taking some of the descriptions
mentioned in the scroll "Song of Songs" as evidences for the
prophethood of our prophet Muhammad #. Another example
IS using the texts in a way that was not intended and that lead
to criticizing and rejecting the prophecy of the Paran
mountains that is mentioned in the Torah and was approved
by the Glorious Qur'an. There are also other pretenses that the
researcher mentioned and discussed. The researcher
concluded that the pretenses of the researchers in judging the
books of Ahl ul-Kitab are dangerous. That is because it lead to
making falsehood into truth and truth into falsehood, as well
as speaking about Allah without knowledge and colliding with
the Glorious Qur'an and the authentic Sunnah. The research
showed that the psychological factor, refuting the opponent in
the same way, and not going back to the Quran and the
Sunnah are all reasons of falling in to pretense.
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