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Abstract

This book covers an immensely important subject, namely
the divine attributes that are mentioned in the Quran and
Sunnah. It also explains that the belief of Ahl al-Sunnah wa
al-Jamaa’ah is to affirm the divine names and attributes that
Allah and His Messenger r have affirmed without denying
(ta’ateel) any of them, distorting (tahreef) their meanings,
designating modality (takyeef) to them, or likening them
(tamtheel) to those of His creation.

This book also seeks to clarify the errors and contradictions
of the Ash’arite methodology as it relates to Allah’s attributes.
The Ash’arite affirm some divine attributes, such as the seven
eternal attributes, but negate others, such as the attributes
pertinent to Allah’s actions (e.g. istiwaa) and essence (e.g. His
Face and Hands).

It should be noted that this book is an abridged version of
the book Manhaj wa Dirasaat li Ayaat al-Asmaa Wa al-Sifaat
by Sheikh Muhammad al-Amin al-Shangiti. The author
removed the philosophical terms used by al-Shangiti in
refutation of the Ash’arites.

My critical editing of the book is based on a manuscript,
which | annotated where necessary, bearing the handwriting
of the author. I also wrote a preface to the book clarifying its
importance and its academic value, in addition to a brief
biography of the author.
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Abstract

All praises are due to Allah. May salat and salam be upon
the Messenger of Allah.

To proceed:

This research deals with creedal rulings pertinent to the
Barzakh, which is the abode in which each human resides
from the time his soul leaves his body at death until the second
blowing of the horn.

Due to the fact that life in the Barzakh is from the matters of
the unseen, and that no one who has observed it has returned to
life and informed us about what happened to him there, this
research has made its sole source of affirming issues pertaining
to the Barzakh sound proofs from the Book of Allah and the
Sunnah of His Prophet r. It has avoided accounts of dreams,
even if the dream is authentically attributed to the one who
claimed to have it, and weak narrations that are found in many
books written on this topic.

The research resulted in several conclusions, the most
important being:

1- The obligation of believing in the existence of the
Barzakh, as well as anything that the texts of the Quran and
Sunnah affirm will take place in it. Life in the Barzakh begins
when the soul leaves the body, and one will remain there in a
state of punishment or bliss until the Hour is established by
Allah's permission. After the second blowing of the horn,
people will exit their graves for the reckoning before Allah.

2- The obligation of believing that everyone - this nation
as well as previous nations - will face punishment or bliss in
the grave, as affirmed by the texts. This is not be interpreted in
a way contrary to its apparent meaning.
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3- Souls rest in various places after their departure from
the body in this worldly life. The highest level of souls is that
of prophets, followed by martyrs, then the believers, and
included with them are the children of both Muslims and
idolaters.

4- The souls of disobedient believers are in the Fire. Their
punishment may be lightened, and will eventually come to an
end by the Grace and Mercy of Allah. The souls of the
disbelievers are also in the Fire, and they are punished in their
graves as has been established in several authentic hadith.

5- In general, the deceased do not hear anything. However,
Allah allows them to hear what He wills. For example, a dead
person hears the footsteps of his companions [as they depart
from his burial], and the disbelievers who died in the well at
Badr were able to hear. This ability, however, is restricted to
what has been supported by textual evidence.

6- There is no authentic evidence supporting the view of
those who claim that the dead hear without exception.
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Abstract

The present study researches one of the most important
and precise issues pertinent to belief in the divine decree,
namely human actions and their relationship to divine ability.
This is a delicate, intricate issue with numerous opinions and
theories on all sides of the spectrum. There have been
extensive discussions about this issue despite the prohibition
of delving into matters related to divine decree. Hence, it was
necessary to commence with an introduction explaining the
importance of this issue and the ruling of researching matters
pertinent to belief in the divine decree.

Following the introduction, the various theories and views
concerning this matter were discussed in chronological order,
beginning with the adl (justice) theory, followed by the jabr
(compulsion) theory, and then the kasb (acquisition) theory.
Each theory was explained in its proponents' words, and the
most prominent evidences in support of their theory were
mentioned. Each theory was then academically critiqued.

The study ends with a succinct, summarized presentation of
the Salaf's creed regarding this issue. Their creed was
mentioned after the opposing views with the hope of giving the
reader a complete understanding of the topic, and in
accordance with the axiom "he who does not know jahiliyya
does not know Islam™.

The conclusion provides a brief summary of the study's
most significant findings.
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Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the universe. May His
salat and salam be upon our prophet, Muhammad, as well as
his family and companions.

To proceed:

The present study is comprised of an introduction, a
preface, and eight subsections.

In the introduction, I explain the significance of the present
research, the reasons it was undertaken, its methodology, and
outline.

The preface consists of two topics. The first is a brief
biography of the noble companion, Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah (may
Allah be pleased with him). The second is a referenced
verification of the hadith that serves as the subject of this study.

The subsections deal with the most important creedal
issues pertinent to this hadith, including:

— An explanation of what Hatib (may Allah be pleased
with him) actually did, his status at the time of
writing the letter to the idolaters of Makkah, and the
ruling of his action

— A clarification of the benefits that can be gained
from the following statements of the Prophet r:

e "Hatib, what is this?"

e "You do not know. Perhaps Allah has looked at
those who participated in the Battle of Badr..."

e "He told you all the truth. Let him go."

— The correct understanding of applying labels and
rulings (al-Asmaa wa al-Ahkam) to people in light of
the ayaat that were revealed concerning Hatib (may
Allah be pleased with him)
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The conclusion provides the study's most significant
findings.

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the universe. May His
salat and salam be upon our prophet, Muhammad, as well as
his family and companions.
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Abstract

Venerating that which Allah has consecrated, and honoring
Islam's holy sites and sacred entities is one manifestation of the
honor and reverence due to Allah and the deference and respect
due to His Messenger r. The Legislator has emphasized the
importance of these sacred entities, encouraging us to honor
and defend them, and clarifying the model methodology for
dealing with them, namely a moderate path between excessive
reverence and negligence. The pious predecessors of this
ummah and the righteous scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-
Jamaa’ah have followed this clear methodology of honoring and
venerating Islam's holy sites and sacred entities, as is clearly
manifested in their speech and action.

To the contrary, others have belittled these sacred entities
and violated their sanctity .

'Honoring Islam's holy sites and sacred entities” refers to
venerating specific physical entities that Allah has made
representative of His right to be worshipped and obeyed.
Everything that Allah has commanded us to revere falls under
this category, such as sacred sites (e.g. mosques, and the
places where the rites of hajj are performed), and other
physical beings, such as sacrificial camels (al-budn).

The present study has explained the methodology of the
Quran and Sunnah as it relates to venerating and honoring
Islam’s holy sites and sacred entities by clarifying that

First: The Quran and Sunnah allude to the great sanctity of
Islam's holy sites and sacred entities and order us to defend
and venerate them.

Second: The Quran and Sunnah prohibit both the
desecration of Islam's holy sites and sacred entities as well as
excessive reverence of them.
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This study also clarifies the effort put forth by the pious
predecessors to preserve the honor of and protect Islam's holy
sites and sacred entities, illustrated by the following -

1- They honored Islam's holy sites and sacred entities
while prohibiting excessive reverence of them.

2- They maintained and protected Islam's holy sites and
sacred entities.

The study concludes by highlighting the efforts made by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to honor and protect Islam's holy
sites and sacred entities, manifested by

1. Mentioning the efforts made by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia to maintain Islam's holy sites and sacred entities, such
as expanding the Two Holy Mosques, preparing the holy sites
for those coming to perform hajj and umrah, building
mosques and maintaining them, in addition to the
development and maintenance of circles of knowledge,
lectures, and other means of learning the religion.

2. Mentioning the efforts made by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia to defend Islam's holy sites and sacred entities, namely
by mandating laws and regulations that deter anyone who
seeks to desecrate them; sparing no effort in seeking to
repossess sanctuaries that were forcefully taken from the
Muslims, such as al-Quds.
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Abstract

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the universe. May salat
and salam be upon our prophet, Muhammad, as well as his
family and companions.

To proceed:

Sheikh Abdullah bin  Ahmed al-Rawaf al-Najdi (may Allah
have mercy on him), Judge of Al-Mukalla, Yemen, wrote a
treatise entitted A Catechism onthe Doctrine of the
Pantheistic Jahmites. It is found at al-Ahgaf public library in
Tarim, Hadramout as a handwritten manuscript, number (2914).

The MS is five pages and consists of a question posed to
Sheikh Abdullah al-Najdi regarding the doctrine of the
pantheistic Jahmites. He responded by clarifying the danger
that this heretical sect poses to Yemen, stressing that its
doctrine constitutes disbelief in Allah, the Almighty, and His
noble messenger r.

The author (may Allah have mercy on him) mentioned
abundant evidence from the Qur'an and Sunnah indicating the
deviance of this dangerous ideology, and that its adherents
are disbelievers; in fact, their disbelief is more severe than
that of Jews and Christians.

In the beginning of the treatise, as a preface to his fatwa,
the author discussed the reality of the Jahmite doctrine. He
then discussed the position of the early scholars and rulers
regarding this doctrine, clarifying that its deviation is greater
than that of Satan himself. He also talked about the legislative
ruling of sorcery, explaining thatthe Jahmites perform
sorcery which has been forbidden by the Quran and Sunnabh.
In fact, the Quran and Sunnah indicate that anyone who
performs or calls to sorcery is a disbeliever.



addal! Ol juldl ndome o\

The author (may Allah have mercy on him) then expounded
on the clarity of the religion of Islam, and highlighted the fact
that the truth is known through the Quran and Sunnah. He
also clarified the Jahmites' misuse of certain texts and the
cause of their erroneous conclusions. He then mentioned the
texts that prove the oneness of Allah and the obligation of
worshipping Him alone without partners. He also cited the
texts that show that the religion of Islam is unambiguous and
clear for those who wantto followit, in contrast to the
Jahmites who only reveal their beliefs to those who enter their
dangerous sect; in fact, only to those who solemnly promise to
conceal their doctrine from people.

He went on to discuss some of those seekingto spread this
sect's deviant doctrine in Yemen, even though they took a
covenant not to do so. Hence, the author ruled that these deviants
are not to be trusted, and that it is impermissible to be silent
about their falsehood. Rather, exposing them and clarifying their
deviance is from the best deeds in the sight of Allah because it is a
form of advice obligated by Islam.

At the end of his fatwa, he mentioned that heretics'
covenants have no sanctity, and that it is obligatory to expose
their beliefs to the scholars so that they can give appropriate
rulings regarding them. It is also permissible for the rulers to
execute the Jahmites without retaliation (gawad).

Allah knows best. May Allah confer His salat, salam, and
blessings upon our prophet, Muhammad, his family and
companions.
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